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Like other major retailers of mulch and soil products, Lowe’s expressed its desire 
to assure its customers that the products it sells are properly labeled and safe for their 
intended use. A follow-up meeting has been scheduled for late June to pursue further 
discussions.

Last October, MSC premiered a new x-ray technology by Innov-X Systems to detect 
heavy metals content in mulch and soil. In June, MSC technical advisor Dr. Bill Fon-

teno at N.C. State University began development of a testing protocol under a project 
sponsored by the Mulch & Soil Research Foundation (MSRF). The objective of the proj-
ect is to determine if, and how, the XRF device could be used to detect CCA in mulch.

Sampling procedures for in-bag and out-of-bag product testing was developed us-
ing a grid search system. Samples included retained products from previous testing as 
well as virgin mulch spiked with known quantities of 0.25 CCA varying from 100% to 
0.5% CCA. Test results on in-bag and out-of-bag spiked samples gave positive results 
even as low as 0.5% with readings as low as 6 ppm.

On unspiked samples with known background levels of 1-15 ppm, the initial results 
were inconclusive. Minor arsenic readings detected by ICP Mass Spec analysis were not 
detected by the XRF device. Therefore, the results of these tests have been turned over 
to Innov-X for further analysis. The results of the Innov-X analysis are expected soon. 
More information on the test protocol and research results will be provided as soon as it 
is available.

May was a busy month for Council President Steve Jarahian. In addition to meetings 
with EPA, Lowe’s Corporation and Home Depot, Steve traveled to Alpharetta, 

GA, to meet with Bob Fugitt of John Deere Landscapes, a major L&G retail chain. The 
purpose of the meeting was to introduce John Deere to the MSC Product Certification 
Program and urge the company to buy certified products from MSC members. In a 
follow-up conversation with Executive Director Robert LaGasse, Deere representatives 
stated they are very positive about supporting the MSC Certification Program and will 
be discussing this with their buyers, especially for Florida, to determine how to imple-
ment a vendor program based on certified products. More information will be reported 
as soon as it is available to the Council office.

Lynn Griffith of A&L Southern Agricultural Laboratories in Pompano Beach, FL, 
hosted a 2005 Mulch & Soil Awareness Clinic on May 18th in Ft. Lauderdale. MSC 

Executive Director Robert LaGasse was a featured speaker to address current issues on 
mulch contamination from CCA-treated wood and how the MSC Product Certification 
Program addresses that and other issues.

Participants included landscape contractors, landscape architects and city/county/
state government officials involved in buying or specifying mulch materials for land-
scape use. All participants were instructed on CCA issues in mulch and what the mulch 
and soil industry is doing to address problems and misinformation.

Each participant received a copy of the latest council membership list and a full 
listing of over 200 certified mulch and soil products. All were urged to buy products 
from MSC members who certify their products. Following the event, refreshments were 
provided by Council member Florida Mulch, Inc. 

A second meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, August 23rd in Orlando, FL. The event 
will again be hosted by A&L Laboratories and include a Council presentation on prod-
uct safety, certification and the benefits of buying from MSC member companies.

EPA and the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) are providing up-
dated information on the effectiveness of sealants and stains in reducing potential 

exposure to arsenic from chromated copper arsenate (CCA)-treated wood used in resi-
dential settings.  For homeowners and others who want to reduce their potential arsenic 
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exposure from their decks or other CCA-treated wood structures, new studies show that 
use, at least once a year, of an oil- or water-based, penetrating sealant or stain can reduce 
arsenic migrating from the treated wood.  The data show that oil- or water-based seal-
ants or stains that can penetrate wood surfaces are preferable to products such as paint, 
because paints and other film-formers can chip or flake, requiring scraping or sanding 
for removal, which can increase exposure to arsenic.  Consumers should consider the 
required preparation steps (e.g., sanding, power washing, etc.) before selecting a product 
to minimize potential exposure to arsenic, both for initial application and re-coating.  

This information is based on first-year results from two-year studies initiated by 
CPSC and EPA in 2003 to determine which stains, sealants and paints are most effec-
tive in reducing potential arsenic exposure from existing CCA-treated structures.  EPA 
tested the performance of 12 coatings on older wood and CPSC tested eight coatings 
(seven were the same as the EPA group) on new (as of August 2003) CCA-treated wood.  
More information for consumers and the sealant studies are available on EPA’s website:  
http://www.epa.gov/oppad001/reregistration/cca/#sealants and on CPSC’s website:  
http://www.cpsc.gov/whatsnew.html .

The New York Senate passed a bill sponsored by Senator Michael Balboni that tight-
ens control over the sale of ammonium nitrate. “Ammonium nitrate is the chemical 

of choice for terrorists that use fertilizer bombs,” said Senator Balboni. “But now retailers 
who sell it will keep records of people who buy it and those records would be available 
to state homeland security officials. “Senator Balboni’s bill requires the state Department 
of Agriculture to work with the Office of Homeland Security to devise rules that:

• Require retailers of ammonium nitrate to register with the state every two years;
• Require retailers to provide protection against vandalism and theft;
• Require retailers to record the date of sale and quantity of ammonium nitrate 

purchased, along with the name, address and phone number of the buyer and the identi-
fication he or she used; and

• Authorize retailers to refuse to sell to people attempting to buy ammonium ni-
trate out of season, in unusual quantities, or under suspect purchasing patterns.

The bill also directs the Department of Agriculture and the Office of Homeland Secu-
rity to determine identification that retailers can accept when selling ammonium nitrate. 
"The average farmer and gardener won't be affected by this — but the average terrorist 
will," Senator Balboni said. He also said the legislation was drafted with input from the 
New York State Farm Bureau, which supported the bill. The bill was sent to the Assem-
bly.

The Senate passed an amendment recently that would increase grants for safety 
programs to states that allow police to stop motorists who don’t wear seatbelts even 

when there is no other traffic violation, the Associated Press reported. Law enforcement 
officials nationwide are in the midst of a “Click It or Ticket” campaign aimed at getting 
drivers buckling up or risk getting a ticket, even if they have not committed any other 
violations, news reports said. 

The East Coast and Gulf Coast regions could be in for another season of strong hur-
ricanes, the Associated Press reported recently. Conrad Lautenbacher, head of the 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, predicted 12 to 15 tropical storms, 
with up to nine becoming hurricanes, and three to five of those major hurricanes with 
winds of at least 111 miles per hour, AP said. One weather forecaster told CNBC Tuesday 
the damage could exceed $6.5 billion. The hurricane season runs from June 1 through 
November 30.

New security equipment at Orlando International Airport will scan people’s irises 
as a way to identify potential terrorists. The technology is part of the new Airport 

Access Control Pilot Program, according to Local 6 News, an Orlando television station. 
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Passengers would have to stand in front of a special mirror attached to a computer to 
determine their identities. The station said the Orlando test will last for 90 days and 
could be expanded to include more airports around the country.

Innov-X Systems, Inc. announces the purchase of three Alpha Series XRF analyzers 
by the University of Miami for use in their wood waste recycling research program. 

A main goal of the program is to investigate new methods of testing for contaminants, 
such as chromated copper arsenate (CCA), in waste wood to ensure it will be disposed 
of properly. Improper disposal could lead to contamination of ground water sources. 

Although CCA-treated wood was banned by the EPA for consumer use since Janu-
ary 2004, CCA preservative has been in use for many years. As structures are damaged 
or replaced, the old wood enters the waste stream. It is often difficult to visually iden-
tify CCA-treated wood particularly when the wood is soiled or weathered. Using the 
Innov-X hand-held analyzers provides a simple means of identifying CCA wood in a 
few seconds, and giving analysis results for copper, chromium and arsenic in ppm.

Dr. Helena Solo-Gabriele of the College of Engineering, Department of Civil Engi-
neering, at the University of Miami heads the program in conjunction with the Univer-
sity of Florida. Dr. Solo-Gabriele commented,” Our study will be conducted at a wood 
recycling facility in Medley, Florida, using new technologies in day-to-day sorting 
operations. Results from the study will likely encourage the use of the new methods at 
other wood recycling facilities in Florida.

The Alpha Series provide on-the-spot, fast and precise elemental analysis from 
phosphorus to uranium. They use an X-ray tube source and afford broad uses. The 
Analyzer’s HP iPAQ pocket PC software analyzes up to 25 elements using fundamen-
tal parameters, spectral matching and/or empirically-generated calibrations. Pocket 
PC has a color, touch-screen display, up to 1 Gb of memory, Bluetooth wireless commu-
nications, e-mail and Internet access, GPS, plus many other capabilities.

Sun Gro Horticulture Income Fund announced that its wholly owned subsidiar-
ies, Sun Gro Horticulture Distribution Inc. and Sun Gro Horticulture Canada Ltd. 

(Sun Gro), have signed agreements to become the US and Canadian Greenhouse and 
Nursery Master Distributor of Haifa Chemicals’ (Haifa) Multicote product line. Effec-
tive May 20, 2005, the agreement provides for Sun Gro to take orders on both existing 
Multicote formulations and those that were developed by Sun Gro in cooperation with 
Haifa. Haifa will manufacture these formulations per Sun Gro’s specifications at their 
state-of-the art production facility in Haifa Bay, Israel. The formulations include those 
for the greenhouse industry and for use in outdoor container production. Within the 
container production formulations, both flowering and non-flowering plant material 
formulations will be available. 

Scotts Canada and the municipality of Norfolk County today announced plans to 
locate the company’s first Canadian manufacturing facility in Delhi, Ontario. The 

investment, worth $6.5 million, will retrofit an existing structure to automate produc-
tion of garden soil, potting mix, mulch and other value-added garden goods, including 
the leading Miracle-Gro® and Scotts® branded portfolio of products. The facility will 
feature state-of-the-art air quality, emissions control and robotics equipment.

Scheduled to begin production by the end of the year, the Scotts Canada growing 
media facility will employ an estimated 15 - 20 full-time people and will recycle a wide 
range of natural materials from both the municipal and rural waste streams.  The Scotts 
North American growing media system reuses approximately six billion pounds of 
raw materials annually. Agricultural waste that is recycled includes manure, rice hulls, 
soybean meal, coffee and tea waste and other vegetable matter. Forestry bi-products 
such as bark and wood fibre, residential yard compost and wood ash are also valuable. 
These are combined and formulated with other natural materials to make growing 
media. 
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The Progress of the 109th Congress
By David Crow, DCLRS

Critics of President Bush and the Republican Congress claim that they have ac-
complished very little since the November 2004 election.  These critics argue that Bush 
barely won, he doesn’t have a mandate and he doesn’t have a big majority.

But the President was reelected by almost 4 million votes, he picked up four seats 
in the Senate to reach a majority of 55 and the House now has over 230 Republican 
members holding a very strong lead over the Democrats.  It is hard to make a case that 
the Republicans are not in charge.

Democrats sense that Bush has invested too much political capital in the privatiz-
ing social security issue and is still mired down in Iraq, and is too involved in the issue 
of getting federal judges through the political process.  For Democrats, these are right 
wing issues and have little bearing on governing the country.  They feel Bush and the 
Republicans are vulnerable to public opinion. 

They are, once again, underestimating the man from Texas and the very deter-
mined Republican majority that put him there.  After all, President Bush has made a 
living off of defying his critics, sticking to his principles and focusing on his priorities 
and getting them accomplished.  After all, his critics predicted he would lose the elec-
tion right up until the moment he was declared the winner.

Republicans will likely create a large revenue bill that has permanent tax cuts, per-
manent estate tax relief, and some social security reform.  This will be a win.  President 
Bush will also get a Supreme Court nominee through the Senate once Chief Justice 
Rehnquist resigns.  He will follow with an Energy bill that will have sweeping reform.  
This will be complete by the end of the year and will be followed by a tough 2005 as 
the country prepares for mid-term elections.

President Bush will hang his legacy on handling 9/11 and dealing with Iraq.  He is 
working steadily on both issues but has only incremental gain to show.  However, if he 
can get these issues resolved, the public will stand by him and they continue to give 
him a great deal of leeway on these issues.

On the Congressional front, Republicans in the House continue to support Major-
ity Leader Tom DeLay (R-TX) and believe he is being attacked because he is the Re-
publican who worked hardest to oust Democrats from Congress.  Most Republicans 
believe DeLay will survive and they will remain in the majority.

Republicans are also working to cut the deficit in half in five years and completing 
the Appropriations process on time, which means all bills would have to be complete 
by September 30, 2005.  They will have to work hard to get this done since spending is 
truly out of control.  Given the cost of Iraq and the usual demands on pork, Republi-
cans have their work cut out for them.

Two important developments are of interest for Republicans.  Bill Frist (R-TN), a 
presidential hopeful and the current Senate Majority Leader will not seek reelection 
in 2006, which means a power struggle for Republicans at the top of the Senate.  Also, 
House Speaker Hastert (R-IL) will have to relinquish his job to comply with Republi-
can Rules.  This too will trigger a major fight particularly because Tom DeLay has been 
weakened by the allegations regarding his legal woes in Texas.

Democrats are still fuming about the election of 2004 and really believe they will 
get the House, Senate and presidency back in 2008.  Republicans are equally deter-
mined to never go back to being the minority.  Perhaps the wins and losses for the 
Republicans during the next year will determine if the Republicans retain power or 
lose it to the eager Democrats.
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Kellogg Garden Products Gromulch Premium Planting Mix
Kellogg Garden Products N Rich Soil Enriching Compost
Kellogg Garden Products Nitrohumus All Purpose Soil Conditioner & Planting Mix
Kellogg Garden Products Topper Seed Cover & Soil Prep

Mulch
Atlantic Horticultural Products Black Colored Cedar Mulch
Atlantic Horticultural Products Cedar Mulch
Atlantic Horticultural Products Pine Mulch
Atlantic Horticultural Products Hemlock Mulch
Atlantic Horticultural Products Red Colored Cedar Mulch
B and B Bedding Cypress Mulch Blend
B and B Bedding Hardwood Mulch
B and B Bedding Pine Bark Mulch
B and B Bedding Pine Bark Nuggets
B and B Bedding Radiant Color (Red) Mulch
Florida Mulch Sta-Put Hardwood Cypress Mulch Blend
Hope Agri Products Scotchman’s Choice Cedar Mulch
Hope Agri Products Scotchman’s Choice Cypress Mulch
Hope Agri Products Scotchman’s Choice Hardwood Mulch
Hope Agri Products Scotchman’s Choice Pine Bark Mulch
Mafco Worldwide Corp. Right Dress Licorice-Root Mulch
Spectrum Brands Bandini Shredded Redwood Mulch
U.S. Mulch Ltd. Golden Trophy Cypress Mulch
U.S. Mulch Ltd. Golden Trophy Hardwood Mulch
U.S. Mulch Ltd. Golden Trophy Pine Bark Mulch 
U.S. Mulch Ltd. Golden Trophy Pine Bark Nuggets
U.S. Mulch Ltd. Golden Trophy Premium Cypress Blended Mulch
U.S. Mulch Ltd. Positively Red Mulch
Western Organics Nature’s Way Composted Mulch

Premium Horticultural Growing Media
Kellogg Garden Products Patio Plus – All Natural Outdoor Potting Soil

Landscape Soil & Soil Amendment
The Scotts Miracle-Gro Co. Miracle-Gro Garden Soil Flowers & Vegetables
The Scotts Miracle-Gro Co. Miracle-Gro Garden Soil Roses
The Scotts Miracle-Gro Co. Miracle-Gro Garden Soil Trees & Shrubs
The Scotts Miracle-Gro Co. Miracle-Gro Organic Choice Garden Soil
The Scotts Miracle-Gro Co. Miracle-Gro Organic Choice Potting Mix
The Scotts Miracle-Gro Co. Miracle-Gro Potting Mix w/Miracle-Gro 
      Continuous Release Plant Food

Premium Horticultural Growing Media
Rod McLellan Co. Supersoil Potting Soil
Rod McLellan Co. Supersoil Wonder Bloom Flower Planting Soil
The Scotts Miracle-Gro Co. Miracle-Gro Moisture Control Potting Mix

We welcome the following member company that joined in the past month:

Mafco Worldwide Corporation
Contact: Judy Hammond
Third St. & Jefferson Ave.
Camden, NJ 08104
Tel: 856.968.4051
Fax: 856.541.8925
E-mail: jhammond@mafcolicorice.com
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Preliminary Program at a Glance…
Keynote Speaker . . . . Richard Dale, The Home Depot

Program Sessions . . . .
• CCA and Treated Wood Use in Mulch:  EPA recommends against grinding and 

mulching all treated wood products. Representatives from EPA Solid Waste Offi ce and Pesticide Division will review 
current issues on CCA and other treated wood usage in mulch and soil products.

• How Safe Are Alternative Raw Materials?:  Are pallets and other untreated  and 
treated recycled woods safe for use in mulch and as soil ingredients? How can the mulch & soil industry monitor and 
control its raw materials supplies? Hear what the experts say about risk and BMPs.

• Transportation Forecast:  From fuel charges to hours-of-service regulations, transportation costs 
have drastically changed in recent years. Hear our expert forecast on the 2006 transportation season and how to 
prepare your business for the future.

• Consumer Gardening Trends:  Hear what’s in, out, up and down in the consumer gardening 
market and how you can stay ahead of forecasted changes.

• APHIS Quarantine Update:  Get the latest information on SOD and other USDA quarantines 
and how they affect you as a mulch and soil producer.

• Expanding Mulch & Soil Markets With Certifi ed Products:  Hear how 
MSC certifi cation can help expand product categories and marketing to increase sales.

• New Technologies & Equipment:  Learn about the latest technologies and equipment that 
can save you time, labor and costs.

Meeting Location . . . . Hotel Washington at 15th & Pennsylvania 
Ave., NW • Washington, DC.  Rates: $165/single or double Reservations: 800.424.9540
Just one block from the White House, the hotel offers an incredible view of the city from the Sky Room and open air Sky 
Terrace overlooking the President’s Park, the Washington Monument and the White House compound.

Space Is Limited • Reserve Your Hotel Room Now!

Mulch & Soil Council
34th Annual Meeting

Hotel Washington, Washington, DC

October 12-14, 2005

Watch for detailed program and registration information on the Council website at www.mulchandsoilcouncil.org


