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Response to CCA-Wood 
Contamination of Mulch

THE ISSUE:
News articles around the U.S. have 
stated that arsenic in mulches is a 
problem.  Some of these articles have 
stated that “colored” mulches (red 
being the most common) are the 
problem, while others have gone fur-
ther to claim mulch can cause cancer. 

THE FACTS:
• Laboratory testing indicates red 

and other colorants are not the 
cause of contamination of con-
sumer garden mulch.

• Mulch produced from natural 
forest products are safe for peo-
ple and the environment. How-
ever, mulch produced from treat-
ed wood, especially CCA-treated 
wood, may be an environmental 
or public health hazard.

WHY?
• Chromated Copper Arsenate (CCA) 

is an arsenic-based pesticide reg-

istered and controlled by the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agen-
cy (EPA). It is designed to pro-
tect wood from insect and fun-
gal degradation. It is authorized 
for use as a building material. It 
is not registered or authorized for 
use in horticultural mulches.

• Under the Federal Insecticide, 
Fungicide and Rodenticide Act 
(FIFRA), it is illegal to use a pes-
ticide in a manner for which it 
is not approved. CCA is not ap-CCA is not ap-
proved for use in mulch.proved for use in mulch.

• Also under FIFRA, it is illegal to 
use a pesticide in a manner in-
consistent with its label instruc-
tions. Wood preservers mark all 
CCA lumber with a label stating, 
“DO NOT GRIND OR MULCH.” 
Therefore, grinding or mulching grinding or mulching 
CCA-treated wood is a Federal 
(EPA) pesticide label violation.(EPA) pesticide label violation.

• Unfortunately, a recent Univer-
sity of Miami study showed 17% 
of mulches in Florida contain 
hazardous levels of CCA-treated 
wood.

Today, no State or Federal 
agency is actively inspect-
ing mulch products for 
CCA contamination.

What the Mulch & Soil 
Council is doing to pro-
tect the public:
• July 2004 revised industry stan-

dards:

“No mulch or soil may contain 
CCA-treated wood or any other 
material whose original manu-
facturer recommends against 
grinding or mulching.”

• August 2004 introduced a vol-
untary product certifi cation pro-
gram promoting truth in label-
ing and fair competition for the 
protection of the public inter-
est through uniform standards 
and label verifi cation by industry 
monitoring and testing.

How MSC certifi cation 
addresses issues:

1. Product Misbranding1. Product Misbranding
Certifi ed products are inspected to 
assure the product in the bag: 

• matches the product label,
• meets accepted industry prod-

uct and labeling standards, and 
• identifi es product contents for 

user comparison.


