
Hyatt Regency Riverwalk Hotel 
San Antonio, TX

October 14 - 16, 2014

P L E A S E 
J O I N  U S

for the 43rd Annual 
Mulch & Soil Council meeting

This year’s meeting will provide you with 
the essential tools and information you 
need to be protected & profitable in the 
mulch & soil market this coming year.

Full event details and your registration 
packet are enclosed.

We hope to see you there!

Be among the first to learn how MSDS-to-SDS Rule Changes may Impact You!



43rd  Annual Meeting
Mulch & Soil Council

Our Program
Lowell Catlett, Ph.D., a futurist with positive 
and upbeat predictions, is an enthralling and 
spellbinding presenter.  His unique perspec-
tive of emerging technologies prepares us to 
anticipate coming changes, and to deal win-
ning hands when the deck is being continually 
reshuffled.
     He awakens our awareness to human po-

tential even in changing times and shifting terrain.  Lowell is 
a Regents Professor in Agricultural Economics and Agricultural 
Business and Extension Economics and the Dean of the College 
of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences at New 
Mexico State University.
 He is the author of numerous books and articles and won the 
university’s highest award to a professor, the Westhafer Award.  
He works nationally and internationally with corporations and 
organizations doing futuristic planning concerning the impacts 
of technology on careers, lifestyles and the economy.
 Lowell also works with the U.S. Departments of Agricul-
ture, Labor, Interior, Defense, Education, Energy and the World 
Bank.  Lowell has been a visiting professor or delivered invited 
presentations at over 50 universities including Harvard, MIT, 
Cornell and the University of Illinois.    Sponsored by BASF.

Our Featured Speaker
Lowell Catlett, Ph.D. Tuesday, October 14

2:00p - 3:00p    Standards Committee Meeting*
3:30p - 5:00p    Certification Committee Meeting*
5:00p Dinner on Your Own

Wednesday, October 15
8:00a - noon    Board of Directors Meeting* 
1:00p Opening Welcome 

1:15p The Crow Report
David Crow is the Council’s man on Capitol Hill who will share his 
insider’s view of what is happening with legislative and regulatory is-
sues that will impact your business. From the Administration’s energy 
policies that threaten mulch & soil industry raw materials to a review 
of the impact the mid-term elections will have on congress and the 
power structure in Washington, David will give you his unique view 
of our future. Speaker: David Crow, DCLRS, Washington, DC.

2:15p Coffee Break

2:45p Transportation Logistics
How far and how soon will the shortage of drivers, increased hours 
of service regulations and ever rising costs for fuels and services in 
the trucking industry drive shippers to look at alternative transpor-
tation options. What are the decision points you need to consider? 
Strategic planning for logistics support isn’t an option – it is a 
necessity. Speaker: Jeff Paulsen, R+L Truckload and Global 
Logistics, Ft. Meyers, FL.

3:45p MSC Annual Membership Meeting
Join us for our annual membership meeting with committee reports, 
from the Standards Committee, Certification Committee, as well as 
legislative, regulatory initiatives, elections and other business. Come 
hear what the Council is doing to help you grow your business.

6:00p Supplier Reception
Spend time with friends and suppliers over cocktails as we review 
the latest product offerings from MSC Affiliate Member companies. 

7:30p Evening on Your Own 

Thursday, October 16
8:00a Weights & Measure Challenges for 2014 & 2015      
Coordinated state enforcement shined a light on significant issues 
regarding state weights and measures enforcement practices and 
procedures. This session will review the enforcement actions for 
2014, new issues that must be addressed and what to expect for 
2015. Robert LaGasse, Executive Director, MSC.  Speaker: Robert 
LaGasse, Executive Director, MSC.

9:00a Coffee Break 

The San Antonio River symbolizes the heart and soul of the 
city. Hundreds of years ago, the river was a gathering place 
for Native Americans. Architect Robert H. H. Hugman de-
veloped River Walk plans from Nueva to Lexington, com-
pleted in March of 1941, just in time for Fiesta. The project 
transformed downtown through beautification, preservation 
and flood control.
 The Alamo was founded in 1718 as the first mission in 
San Antonio, serving as a way station between east Texas 
and Mexico. In 1836, decades after the mission had closed, 
the Alamo became an inspiration and a motivation for liberty 
during the Texas Revolution.
 When the stars come out over San Antonio, it’s time to 
head to the nightclubs and dance halls. Main Plaza, in the 
heart of downtown, has live music all year long. Two-step to 
a country-western band at Cowboys Dance Hall, or soak up 
Tejano’s Latin rhythms at Graham Central Station. San An-
tonio is home to the revered Jim Cullum Jazz Band and they 
play live at Bohanan’s Prime Steaks & Seafood. Whatever 
your mood, San Antonio offers a wide range of entertain-
ment options when the sun goes down.

San Antonio
Our Host City



9:30a How MSDS-to-SDS Rule Changes Impact You
Global harmonization is bringing new regulations for product safety 
reporting that takes effect July 1, 2015. Materials Safety Data Sheets 
(MSDS) must be converted to new Safety Data Sheets (SDS) with 
new rules and requirements. Learn what you will have to do for 
mulch and soil products and how to convert information before the 
regulatory deadline. Presenter: Charles Leonard, ASLAN Group, 
Baton Rouge, LA. Speaker: Charles Leonard, ASLAN Group, 
Rouge, LA. 

10:30a Coffee Break 

11:00a Threat Assessment of the Pellet Mill Boom
The boom in new and proposed biomass energy facilities, especially 
pellet mills exporting to overseas, is creating new market realities for 
wood fiber materials. This session will look at the projected growth 
in biomass consumption of forest resources, key issues surrounding 
that demand and what mulch & soil producers must do to assure 
future raw materials supplies to remain in business. Speaker: Donald 
Bisson, Composite Panel Assn., Ottawa, Canada.

12:00p   Keynote Luncheon 
 A Futurist’s Look at the U.S. Economy: 
 Where are We Headed?
Dr. Lowell Catlett is a Futurist and Regents Professor in Agricultural Eco-
nomics and Agricultural Business and Extension Economics and the Dean 
of the College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences at 
New Mexico State University. An amazing speaker, Dr. Catlett has a 
unique viewpoint on the American consumer and markets that will 
turn your perception of today’s economy in directions you never 
considered. Deeply thought provoking and wildly entertaining, 
Lowell is a futurist you will understand and take to heart when 
considering options for your personal or corporate future. Come 
hear this unique presentation we guarantee you will be quoting for 
years from now. Speaker: Lowell Catlett, New Mexico State 
University, Albuquerque, NM.

2:00p Coffee Break 

2:30p Forest Inventory & Utilization Update
With increased demand for wood fiber for multiple industries, it is 
time to take a look at current forest utilization data and project future 
inventories and harvest supplies for the next several years. Will there 
be ample materials to meet demand or will declining supplies and 
booming competition drive prices beyond practical limits? Speaker: 
James Bentley, U.S. Forest Service, Knoxville, TN.

3:30p Coffee Break

4:00p  Recommended Mulch Blending Procedures
New regulatory interest in mulch blending claims and practices 
requires industry to take a hard look at blended products and rec-
ommended practices to assure claimed objectives. This session 
will report the findings of MSC research on mulch blending and 
recommended practices to achieve product claims. Speaker: Dr. 
Bill Fonteno, North Carolina State University, Raleigh, NC.

5:00p President’s Reception
Join us for a final session of networking, food & cocktails as we 
wrap up our annual meeting and review what we learned.

6:30p Meeting Ends
Stay a few days to enjoy the city and then have a safe trip home.

Photo Courtesy of the 
City of Chicago

Our Speakers
David T. Crow

David Crow founded DCLRS in 1991 and built a 
talented team specializing in policy areas including 
agriculture, climate, energy, international, labor/
immigration, pesticides, fertilizers, small business, 
transportation and infrastructure, and water policy. 
     David developed a wide range of contacts 
and knowledge working for Rep. Tom Coleman 
(R-MO), Secretary of Agriculture Jack Block, the 
Fertilizer Institute, the National Council of Farmer 

Cooperatives and the Jefferson Group. He also speaks to a wide 
range of industry audiences. He continues to be deeply engaged in 
the political process on issue areas that impact our members. David 
also worked on several presidential and congressional campaigns 
in order to connect to the political process.

Jeff Paulsen
Jeff Paulsen is the Executive Vice Presi-
dent for Sales at R+L Truckload & Global 
Logistics in Ft. Myers, FL. He has over 20 
years of transportation experience in both 
operations management and sales manage-
ment including 16 years of experience with 
Werner Enterprises, 4 years with Covenant 
Transport and 3 1/2 years with R+L Carri-
ers.

Our Program 
Sponsors

Platinum:

Gold:

Donald Bisson
Donald Bisson is Vice President, Government and 
Industry Affairs, Composite Panel Association.  
Has been with CPA since September 2004 in the 
Canadian office in Ottawa, Ontario. Has extensive 
experience in forest product industry having man-
aged complexes in Ontario Canada, with multiple 
operations including particleboard, hardwood 
plywood and softwood lumber for over 23 years.*Council meetings are open to all members. We only ask that you 

let us know you are coming so we have enough seating for all.



General Meeting Information
Full Meeting Registration
 All advance registrations must be accompanied by the appropriate 
registration fees to be eligible for the registration discount. Registration 
fees cover attendance for all meetings, receptions, Thursday lunch and 
coffee breaks. Entertainment and tour fees are additional. Lodging is not 
included in the registration fees.

Non-Member Participation
 Participants from non-member companies are welcome to attend the 
meeting and all functions. Non-member participants may attend one as-
sociation meeting as a first-time registrant and are entitled to the member 
registration rate. Participation at a second meeting as a non-member is 
permitted at non-member registration rates. Attendance at additional meet-
ings is by special invitation. 

Cancellations & Refunds
 Requests for cancellation of meeting registration or guest tickets must 
be received in writing at the MSC office. Cancellations received by Oc-
tober 1, 2014, will be subject to a cancellation fee of 25%, which will be 
deducted from the refund. No refund will be made for cancellation requests 
received after October 1, 2014.

Limits of Liability 
 The planners and sponsors of the MSC Annual Meeting and its associ-
ated events claim no liability for the acts of any supplier to this meeting, 
nor for the safety of any attendee while in transit to or from this event. 
Attendees who purchase non-refundable airline tickets do so at their own 
risk. In the event of meeting cancellation, the total amount of liability of 
the planners and sponsors will be limited to a refund of the registration 
fee. Submission of the registration form acknowledges acceptance of these 
provisions.

Join the Mulch & Soil Council & Receive an Immediate Discount
 Non-members of MSC may join the Council at any time prior to the 
Annual Meeting and receive an immediate discount on the registration fee. 
For information on becoming a member, contact the MSC office at (806) 
832-1810 or go to the MSC website.

Hyatt Regency
123 Losoya St., San Antonio, TX 78205

With a spectacular location directly on the River Walk that overlooks 
the historic Alamo mission, Hyatt Regency San Antonio offers 
luxurious accommodations and a full range of modern services and 
amenities for your comfort and convenience. Step into its soaring 
16-story atrium lobby and enjoy a warm welcome from Hyatt’s 
exceptional staff, setting the stage for an exceptional San Antonio 
experience. Surrounded by a large variety of restaurants, bars, clubs, 
shops and tourist attractions, the excellent location raises this hotel 
above all other San Antonio River Walk hotels. Authentic and invit-
ing, this downtown hotel brings the charms of the River Walk inside, 
providing a pleasing array of features designed to enhance your stay. 

For Room Reservations Go To:
https://aws.passkey.com/g/21361304 

Or Call: 888.421.1442
Discounted room rate is $169/night + taxes.

The deadline for guaranteed room 
rate and space availability is:

September 30, 2014

Our Host Hotel:

Mulch & Soil council
7809 FM 179

Shallowater, tX  79363 
tel: (806) 832-1810 
FaX: (806) 832-5244

eM: inFo@MulchandSoilcouncil.org

web: www.MulchandSoilcouncil.org

Charles Leonard
Charles D Leonard is a Certified Industrial 
Hygienist and consulting chemist with over 
30 years experience in Industrial Hygiene, 
analytical chemistry and process control. He 
has been authoring safety data sheets for fifteen 
years and currently specializes in GHS data 
sheet preparation for specialty chemical, oil 
field and mining industries. Mr. Leonard is a 
member of the Society for Chemical Hazard 
Communication (SCHC) and will present 

Hazard Communication 2012 – The Revised Standard and What 
Changes You Can Expect in the Workplace, a presentation developed 
by the OSHA and SCHC Alliance.

Our Speakers

James Bentley
James began work with the Southern Research 
Station in 1998, visiting research plots as a 
field forester for the Forest Inventory and 
Analysis (FIA) work unit. After several years 
measuring plots, he advanced into a Quality 
Assurance forester position.  Currently, he is 
the FIA Resource Use team leader with respon-
sibilities including the collection, analysis, and 
reporting on the Timber Product Output (TPO) 
studies for the primary wood using facilities 

in the south, national pulpwood reporting annually, and Harvest and 
Utilization studies. 

Dr. Bill Foneno
Dr. Fonteno is a Professor of Horticultural 
Science at North Carolina State University. 
A native Texan, he has been teaching and 
researching for over 37 years.  During his 
tenure, Bill has been recognized with several 
national awards in research and elected to the 
Academy of Outstanding Teachers at NCSU.  
His areas of interest are in ornamental and 
greenhouse production, specifically in plat-soil-
water relations.  Bill is also the Director of the 

Horticultural Substrates Laboratory at NCSU and has worked with 
growers and manufacturers of potting soils for over 30 years.  He has 
been the Technical Advisor for the Mulch and Soil Council for over 
15 years, where he assisted the Council in developing standards for 
all retail potting soils, mulches and soil amendments sold in the US.  
He is also the Director of the Certification Program for the Council, 
overseeing the quality and compliance of standards for all mulches, 
soil amendments and potting soils in the Certification Program.  




