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TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS COME- GREETINGS:

EO 20-13

EXECUTIVE ORDER TO AMEND EXECUTIVE ORDER 20-03 REGARDING
THE PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY CONCERNING COVID-19 FOR THE
PURPOSE OF IMPOSING FURTHER RESTRICTIONS TO PREVENT THE
SPREAD OF COVID-19

WHEREAS: An outbreak of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) has spread
throughout the world resulting in a global pandemie; and
WHEREAS: On March 11, 2020, by Executive Order 20-03, an emergencywas declared
in the state as a result of COVID-19, and that emergency is on-going; and
WHEREAS: COVID-19 continues to spread throughout the United States and
Arkansas; and
WHEREAS: In response to COVID-19, signi:ficant measures have been taken by
Executive Order and Directives by the Secretary of Health to limit personto-person contact, restrict gatherings, and suspend businesses that require
significant person-to-person interaction; and
WHEREAS: On March 26, 2020, by Executive Order 20-10, amending Executive Order
· 20-03, I declared the entire State of Arkansas a disaster area in which
ingress and egress to and from, the movement of persans within, and the
occupancy of premises therein, may be controlled, pursuant to Ark. Code
Ann. § 12-75-114(e)(7); and
WHEREAS: Pursuant to Act 96 of 1913, Ark. Code Ann. §§ 20-7-101 et seq., and the
rules promulgated therefore, the Secretary of Health has the authority to
impose such quarantine restrictions and regulations upon commerce and
travel by railway, common carriers or any other means, and upon ali
individuals as in his judgment may be necessary to prevent the
introduction of communicable disease into the State, or from one place to
another within the State; and
WHEREAS: On March 26, 2020, in conjunction with a directive issued bythe Secretary
of Health, Executive Order 20-10, amending Executive Order 20-03,
imposed restrictions on gatherings often (10) or more people to limit the
spread ofCOVID-19; and
WHEREAS: Executive Order 20-10 exempted certain entities from the restrictions on
gathering; and
WHEREAS: I, as Governor, in consultation with the Secretary of Health, have
determined that more actions must be taken to protect the people of the
State of Arkansas from COVID-19; and
WHEREAS: Ali Arkansas citizens must observe proper social distancing, and the
Department of Health has issued a directive on proper social distancing
protocols for businesses, manufacturers, construction companies, and
places of worship; and
WHEREAS: The State of Arkansas prides itself on being a destination for out-of-state
guests who travel here to enjoy ali that our state has to offer; however,
during this health emergency, ali resources must be maintained and

preserved to the greatest extent possible for the health and safety of
Arkansas citizens; and
WHEREAS: The Secretary of Health has directed that occupancy of commercial
lodgings and short-term rentais shall be limited to authorized guests as set
forth in the Secretary's directive; and
WHEREAS: Executive Order 20-03 established that no quarantine regulations of
commerce or travel shall be instituted or operated by any place, city, town
or county against another place, city, tmvn, or county in this or in any other
state except by authority of the Secretary of Health; and
WHEREAS: Reasonable city or county curfews and closures of city or county owned
parks and facilities, to prevent the spread of COVID-19, shall not be
interpreted as a quarantine regulation of commerce or travel, as long as,
they are consistent with this order; and
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Asa Hutchinson, Governor of the State of Arkansas, acting un der
the authority vested in me by Ark. Code Ann. §§ 12-75-101, et seq., do
hereby amend Executive Order 20-03 declaring an emergency in the State
of Arkansas. The entire state is impacted by COVID-19, and I am declaring
the entire state an emergency disaster area. In conjunction with the
Directive of the Secretary of Health, I am ordering the following, effective
as of 12:01 a. m. on April6, 2020 until further notice:
(1) The Directives of this order shall supersede the directives of Executive
Order 20-10; and
(2) Ali public and private gatherings of any number of people occurring
outside a single household or living unit are subject to the following
directives and exceptions:
a. Due to the high risk of community spread of COVID-19, gatherings
of more than ten (10) people in any confined indoor or outdoor
space are prohibited until further notice. Gatherings subject to this
directive include, without limitation, community, civic, public,
leisure, commercial, or sporting events, concerts, conferences,
conventions, fundraisers, parades, fairs, and festivals; and
b. This directive does not apply to gatherings of ten (10) or more
people in unenclosed, outdoor spaces such as parks, trails, athletic
fields and courts, parking lots, golf courses, and driving ranges
where social distancing of at least six (6) feet can be easily
maintained; and
c. This directive does not apply to businesses, manufacturers,
construction companies, places of worship, the Arkansas General
Assembly, municipal or county governing bodies, or the judiciary;
however, these entities are advised to limit person-to-person
contact, maintain appropriate social distancing of at least six (6)
feet, and adhere to the social distancing protocols mandated by this
order; and
d. The Secretary of Health reserves the right to exercise his authority
to prevent the spread of disease in this State if, in his judgment, any
of the excluded entities are operating in a manner that is a risk to
public health;
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(3) Ali businesses, manufacturers, construction companies, and places of
worship shall implement the following social distancing protocols:
a. Limit the number of people who can enter into the facility at any
one time to ensure that people in the facility can easily maintain a
minimum six-foot distance from one another;
b. !flines format a facility (inside or outside), facilities shall mark off
six-foot increments at a minimum, establishing where individuals
should stand to maintain adequate social distancing;
c. Provide hand sanitizer, soap and water, or effective disinfectant at
or near the entrance of the facility and in other appropriate areas
for use by the public and employees, and in locations where there
is high-frequency employee interaction with members of the
public;
d. Retail businesses shall provide contactless payment systems or
provide for disinfecting all payment portais, pens, and styluses
after each use;
e. Regularly disinfect any high-touch surfaces;
f. Post a sign at the entrance of the facility informing all employees,
customers, and congregants that they should: avoid entering the
facility if they have a cough or fever; maintain a minimum six-foot
distance from one another; sneeze and cough into one's elbow; not
shake hands or engage in any unnecessary physical contact;
(4) Commerciallodgings and short-term rentais, including, but not limited
to, hotels, motels, and vacation rentais, shall only permit occupancy for
the following authorized guests:
a. Healthcare professionals;
b. First responders;
c. Law enforcement;
d. State or Federal employees on official business;
e. National Guard Members on active duty;
f. Airline crew members;
g. Patients of hospitals and their families;
h. Journalists;
1. Persans unable to return to their home due to COVID-19 travel
restrictions;
J. Arkansas citizens unable to return to their home due to exigent
circumstances, such as fire, flood, tornado, or other disaster;
k. Persans in need of shelter due to domestic violence or
homelessness;
1. Employees ofhotels, motels, or other service providersjcontractors
of a hotel or motel; and
m. Persans away from their home due to work or work-related travel;
(5) K-12 schools and extracurricular activities, including athletic events and
practices, v.ill remain closed for on-site instruction until such time as the
Governor and Secretary of Education deem appropriate;
(6) State government employees will continue to conduct business through
both remote work and on-site work. On-site government work will be
limited to employees that are critical to the necessary function of
government during a public health emergency and are required to report
to work on site;
(7) Bars, Clubs, and Restaurants shall remain closed for dîne-in purposes
and remain open for takeaway and delivery only;
(8) Gyms (including fitness centers/clubs, fitness classes, and group fitness
studios) and indoor entertainment venues, such as bowling alleys,
trampoline parks, and indoor amusement centers, shall remain closed
to nonessential functions;
(9) Casinos shall re main closed;

.....

j'

•

-.

(10) Barbers, Body Art Establishments, Body Art Schools, Cosmetology
Establishments and Massage Therapy Clinics/Spas, and Medical Spas
shall remain closed;
(11) The directives of the Arkansas Department of Health issued on March
13, 2020, regarding long term health facilities shall remain in effect for
the duration of this order;
(12) Cities and counties taking reasonable measures to prevent the spread of
COVID-19 by imposing curfews and closing city or county owned parks
and facilities shall not be interpreted as a quarantine regulation of
commerce or travel. Curfews should not prevent citizens of any age from
traveling to and from work, acquiring food or essential goods and
services, walking pets, or acquiring exercise outdoors while maintaining
social distance of at least six (6) feet;
(13) Executive Orders of the Governor issued pursuant Ark. Code Ann. §§ 1275-101, et seq., have the force and effect of law. Additionally, pursuant
to Ark. Code Ann. § 20-7-101, violation of a directive from the Secretary
of Health during this public health emergency is a misdemeanor offense,
and upon conviction thereof is punishable by a fine of not less than one
hundred dollars ( $100) nor more than five hundred dollars ( $500) or by
imprisonment not exceeding one (1) month, or both. All law
enforcement officers within this state shall enforce the directives of this
order and those of the Secretary of Health to preserve the health and
safety of all Arkansans during this emergency.
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my band and caused the Great Seal of
the State of Arkansas to be affixed this 4th day of April, in the year of our
Lord2020.

Asa Hutchinson, Governor

